First Timer’s Guide on How to
Make The Right Choice.
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Welcome,
Welcome to Life Nature Safaris, and thank you for requesting for this
guide. We are here to provide essential guide to get the most out of your
Africa Safari planning and holidays.
We developed this guide progressively through our ﬁeld experience as
safari guides, and interaction with key industry players.
The material is designed to provide unbiased guidance in making the
best choices for your ﬁrst safari to Africa.
It covers eleven key areas and will help you make the right decision on
1. How to choose countries with best safari experience.
2. The diﬀerent Safari experiences in the Southern and Eastern Africa.
3. Where should you go for your taste of ﬁrst safari life.,
4. Why choose Kenya?
5. Things you need to consider when planning a Kenya Safari.
6. Visiting National Parks, Game Reserves and Private Conservancies.
7. Guided Safaris.
8. Package Safaris.
9. Animals and where to see them.
10. Accommodation types and price range.
11. How to move between places.

If you WORK on a trip that matches your interests and you
don't go too cheap, you'll have the trip of a lifetime.

AN AFRICA SAFARI HOLIDAYS GUIDE BOOK

#1- How to choose countries with
best safari experience
The reason for going on safari for many people is the need
to reach out and touch the wild. The allure of spending time
in the sun and under the stars is one many want to
experience. Nothing beats the feeling of coming face to face
with Africa's storybook animals; not behind bars, but moving

Generally, the lodges provide vehicles for the safari drives,
and employs the guides and trackers.
East Africa
East Africans do not believe in fencing the animals' habitats.
Wildlife is constantly on the move. Since animals are always
migrating, operators ﬁnd it hard to have activities centered
within the lodge. Fortunately, predators and herbivores are
always in vicinity throughout the year.

free. Finding the perfect country can be daunting given the
vastness of Africa.

There isn't a single place where you can get the sense of the
region. Being on safari requires you to keep moving for you

There are only two regions in Africa where you can go for
real safari experience;
1.

Southern Africa

to have a complete feel. The lodges and camps provide a
place to spend a few nights before you embark on your tour
to another park, game reserve or private conservancy. The
safari experience is organized and executed through a tour

Among the ﬁnest here are Botswana's Okavango Delta,
Zambia's Luangwa Valley, Southern Africa's Kruger National
Park, and the surrounding wildlife reserves
2.

East Africa.

Kenya's Masai Mara, Amboseli and Samburu reserves and
Serengeti in Tanzania top the list here. Gorilla trekking in
Rwanda and Uganda are also very popular.

operator. They arrange where you will stay, who will guide
you, and how you will move abo, mode of travelling to the
diﬀerent places is often by road, air or a mix of both
depending on your safari destinations and budget. You can
combine two or more countries, mainly Kenya, Tanzania and
Rwanda You can add a twist to your safari by visiting the
beach after your safari.
Animal Diversity and Quantity

#2-What are the diﬀerent safari
experiences in Southern and Eastern

The 'big ﬁve'– (Elephant, Rhino, Lion, Buﬀalo and Leopard)
can be found in both East Africa and Southern Africa.
However, each region has its own set of unique fauna. The

Africa?
Lodge-centered vs. Operator-centered
– (This is the biggest single diﬀerence).
Southern Africa
In Southern Africa, your entire safari experience is organized
and executed by the lodge or camp where you are staying.
Almost every protected area is fenced. These fences might
enclose huge parks; size of small U.S. states, but if you walk
far enough in any direction, you will ﬁnd an electric fence.
Safari drives are scheduled for morning and late in the
afternoon. The hot hours of mid-day are spent lounging
around the lodge. Most of the time, you will be in the vicinity
of the lodge, so location is paramount.

biggest diﬀerence being the density of animals.
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East Africa has more. You can be in Southern Africa for almost 10

how a safari works went straight out the window. There are

days before sighting a lion. A whole diﬀerent scenario when you

some big diﬀerences”.

travel to East Africa where within 5 days, you are sure to see

Ÿ

between 25-30 lions. Bear in mind that you will see thousands of

From experience as a safari guide, although I've always
loved Kenya's Masai Mara, I wasn't sure how the Mara

wildebeests and zebras that make up the great migration in East

measured up with other areas of Africa that I haven't

Africa.

visited. Any doubts I had were erased, however, when I
encountered Larry Broutman, a Chicago based writer,

Ÿ #3- Where should you go for your

photographer and winner of Africa Geographic photo of
the year Award. He stated that the Mara was the best

taste of rst safari life?

shooting experience he's had in Africa. He had

For a true taste of what makes a great safari, you can sample

photographed in Botswana (which has a stellar reputation)

some of the articles by experienced travel writers, professional

just a few years ago, but he felt the thick brush and trees in

photographers and individuals who traveled and shared their

Botswana made game-viewing and photography far more

experiences.

diﬃcult than it is in the wide open grasslands of the Masai

Ÿ

Mara. I told Larry I was surprised at his comment, and he

Brian Jackman, A UK veteran travel writer wrote in the Daily

told me he was surprised that I was surprised! That gave

Telegraph: ; “Among the ﬁnest are Southern Africa's

me the assurance that for true wildlife experience in Africa,

Botswana's Okavango Delta, Zambia's Luangwa Valley and

Kenya is the place to start from.

South Africa's Kruger National Park. But if you are planning a
once-in-a-lifetime sojourn in the bush it has to be East Africa.
Nowhere are animals so visible as on the high plains of the
Masai Mara and Serengeti. The land itself is quite something.

#4-Why Choose Kenya
Ÿ

To look down into the immense bowl of the Ngorongoro

served by major airlines, and it takes only eight hours to ﬂy

Crater is to stand at the gates of heaven”.
Ÿ

Another traveler said: “at the end of our time in Southern

Ease of access makes Kenya favorite for ﬁrst-timers. It is

from London to Nairobi.
Ÿ

Africa, we thought we were safari gurus after over 40 safari

Kenya's safari industry is backed up by an eﬃcient tourist
infrastructure with a dazzling choice of camps and lodges

drives in one visit. From Chobe National Park and the

to suit all budgets.

Okavango Delta, to Kruger Park proper and the surrounding
wildlife reserves, we thought we knew the drill. Then we went
to Kenya, and Tanzania's Serengeti and our whole concept of

Ÿ

It has excellent parks, reserves and conservancies with a
large variety of wildlife. It is also easy to access by road and
light aircrafts.
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Ÿ

Our guides are highly qualiﬁed. They happy to entertain and
educate children as well as adults

Ÿ

English is widely spoken and western food is readily available

places for rich wildlife experience.
Private conservancies provide Kenya's most high-end safari
destination with luxury accommodations, and opportunity

since Kenya has a long tradition of looking after overseas

for activities like walking, horse riding and biking which are

visitors

not allowed in the parks and game reserves.

#5- Things you need to consider when
planning a Kenya Safari

#7-Guided Safari
You will usually travel as an individual, family or small
group often using 4x4 vehicles, or combining ﬂights and

Ÿ

Animals you want to see.

Ÿ

The best time to go on safari.

Ÿ

What kind of safari you would like to experience; (luxury,
tented, mobile, budget camping) etc.

driving. The itineraries will be set on a day by day schedule
that will be given to you in advance. It includes meals,
lodging and activities. A tour guide will stay with you to
coordinate and manage the trip. A guided safari is
wonderful if you are looking for a relatively hassle free trip.

Ÿ

Wildlife/ Activities and Where to get them in Kenya

The guide comes with a well-researched information, and
can help you navigate the remote parts of East Africa.

#6- National parks, Game Reserves and
Private Conservancies
The ideal safari experience would have an itinerary that includes
all the three game viewing areas in Kenya. National parks are
managed by the National government while game reserves are
under county governments. The two still oﬀer by far the best

#8- Package Safaris
Just like guided safaris, a package tour oﬀers a set itinerary
with lodging and meals. It mainly involves ﬂying between
camps., Game drives are mainly done by the camp's or
lodge vehicles on a shared space. Bookings are done for
you in advance so that you do not go through the hassle of
planning the trip. After you arrive, you become an
independent operator.

#9- Big Five and where to possibly
see them
The 'big ﬁve' derive the name from old-time trophy hunters
who called Africa's most dangerous game; Elephant, Cape
buﬀalo, Rhino, Lion and Leopard. the Big Five:
Today, with other charismatic species such as cheetah and
the endangered wild dog, they sit at the top of most mustsee lists. The big cats can be elusive and enjoy hiding in the
wild. Half the fun is searching for them.
Maasai Mara game reserve, Samburu game reserve/Lewa
Wildlife conservancy presents a perfect opportunity to see
them.
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Elephants

Walking safaris

Amboseli, Tsavo East and Tsavo west, Samburu, Lewa wildlife

Including soft walking safaris can break the monotony of

conservancy.

vehicle game drives. You can trek along hills, grasslands

Rhinos

and out of park boundaries where you will have close
encounters with gazelles, zebras and giraﬀes.

It is rare to see the black rhino, but you still have a chance to
catch a glimpse at the Nairobi National Park, Lewa Wildlife
conservancy, Lake Nakuru National Park, Masai Mara game
reserve and Ol-Pejeta conservancy.

Private conservancies oﬀer some of the best opportunities
for such activities. . Lake Naivasha's crescent island and
Hells Gate National park oﬀers some of the unique walking
and biking experiences in Kenya. .

Lion
A visit to a Masai or Samburu Village adds a cultural
Masai Mara, Amboseli, Samburu, Lewa
Leopard
Samburu, Masai Mara, Lewa
Giraﬀes

dimension if you are looking for unique and colorful
photography.
Horse riding
Lewa Wildlife conservancy, Olare Conservancy-Masai Mara

Samburu, Lewa, Nakuru, Masai Mara, Nairobi NP
Gorilla
If you're interested in gorillas you would want to head to Rwanda
or Uganda.
Chimpanzee
If you're inspired by 'Jane Goodalls work, your destination
would be the Gombe Stream National Park in Tanzania or
various parks in Uganda.
Hippos and Crocodiles
Masai Mara along the Mara river, Samburu along Ewaso Nyiro
river.
Birding
Samburu, Lake Nakuru, Amboseli, Lake Naivasha, Lake Baringo,
Lake Bogoria, Kakamega forest, Lake Victoria, Ruma National
Park, Masai Mara, Tsavo West, Tsavo East, Arabuko Sokoke forest.
Balloon Safaris
A balloon safari is a once in a lifetime experience. You can go for
a balloon safari at the Masai Mara Game Reserve. However, this
is not for those on a tight budget. The best timing for it is from
August to December as it can be combined with watching the
annual migration. You will be pleased to note that all balloon
ﬂights include champagne.

Private conservancies oﬀer some
of the best opportunities for
walking and biking experiences.
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Mountain climbing

Tented camps

Trek to the roof of Africa. Snowcapped Kilimanjaro is Africa's highest

The smaller and more intimate the camp, the better the

mountain and world's tallest free-standing mountain at 5859 meters

experience. This may however come with a more expensive

above sea level. It has three major volcanic centers; Shira(4160m),

price tag. Your canvas room with a view could cost more than

snowcapped Kibo(5859m) and Mawenzi. Mount Kilimanjaro is widely

a suite in a ﬁve-star hotel. There are diﬀerent types of tented

considered the roof of Africa. Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro through one

camps.

of the great trekking routes is one of the most rewarding experiences
that any person can enjoy. Regardless of the route, no special

Lodges

equipment or previous experience is required to climb Mount

Lodges are permanent structures with facilities expected of

Kilimanjaro.

hotels. They come with dining room, bar, swimming pools
and ingeniously fashioned out of local stone and timber

#10- Accommodation and Cost

under a thatched roof. Some may accommodate up to 180
guests, and many have good standards of professional

Camps and lodges are the two main types of accommodation. They

management. They are popular due to their mid-range

are set in the heart of the action, and most tourists choose them for

pricing and comfortable accommodation, usually in the form

their perfect locations,

of rustic-style chalets.

Luxury bush camps

Permanent Tented Camps

They are small in size and speciﬁcally set up for you at premium

Some of these are large and can accommodate up to 50

locations within game reserves or private wildlife conservancies. It

clients. The tents are spacious and elegantly designed.

includes luxury accommodation, and come complete with hot
showers, gourmet food and plenty of servants to cater to your needs.
What makes it special is that private game drives on 4x4 game viewing
are often escorted by top class guides
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Eco- Camps

Light aircraft

Eco-camps tend to be less luxurious. Most privately owned and set

Several light aircrafts have daily scheduled ﬂights to a number

within community wildlife conservancies. They oﬀer wildlife

of camps and lodges within parks, game reserves and

experience at a lower cost than the luxury boutique properties.

conservancies.

Small luxury camps
These are exclusive. They cater for less than 30 guests. Luxury
camps oﬀer impressive accommodation with high standard of
décor, service and cuisine. They oﬀer high quality luxury
experience, but often at high prices.
However, nothing beats the experience of sleeping under canvas. It
is the way to go if you want to enjoy the full-on safari experience. It
will not be an entirely rough experience. Everything is provided,
from en suite bathrooms to Persian rugs, even hot-water bottles
for chilly nights. The ultimate luxury comes from living closer to
nature without compromising your safety.

Mix of 4x4 and light aircraft
Some itineraries allow a mix of driving using 4x4 vehicles
and ﬂying. This is one of the best ways to sample the land
the people and wildlife.

#11- Commuting between Parks
Fly-In Safari
If you want convenience, you can choose charter operators who
can now ﬂy you directly to a game park. Fly-in safaris enable you to
visit reserves and parks that are otherwise inaccessible by road,
oﬀering a true adventure in to the wilderness as it were. Flying
saves you travel time on the ground and allow you to maximize
every second for wildlife viewing fun.

“Travel makes one modest. You see
what a tiny place you occupy in the
world!”
Gustave Flaubert

2nd Floor, Eaton Place,
Regus Village Market,
United Nations Crescent
Nairobi, Kenya
+254 720 614 558
info@lifenaturesafaris.com
www.lifenaturesafaris.com

